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the Moray Firth, subjecting some of the sections of Old Eed
Sandstone there to careful scrutiny, and gradually geologizing
eastward until they landed in Aberdeen in time for the
meeting of the British Association, which was to assemble
there under the presidency of the Prince Consort.

In obedience to a request of the Council, Murchison had
agreed to give one of the evening discourses during the
meeting. He chose for his subject the story of the rocks of

View of the Old Ked Sandstone cliffs to the north of the Ord of Caithness,

the Scottish Highlands, and took infinite pains in getting
illustrated diagrams constructed. But popular lecturing was
not his mission. At the close of his address, some interest
was excited by a spectacle unprecedented in the annals of
the Association. A deputation from the Royal Society of
Edinburgh appeared on the platform, and, on the part of the
Society, presented to Murchison the first gold medal, founded
by Sir Thomas Makdougall Brisbane, for the encouragement
of science in Scotland. the truth of the arrangement which Murchison
